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The Department of Far Eastern Art was
established in 1915, and includes examples of
the arts of China, Japan, Chinese Turkes-
tan, Cambodia, Siam, Tibet, and Korea. The
Department of Prints was created in 1916.
There are many special collections of pecu-
liar interest. The Metropolitan Museum of
Art is especially active along educational
lines. Special privileges are allowed to stu-
dents and lectures are given for the general
public. The president is George Blumenthal.
For further information consult the Muse-
um publications; especially the Guide to Col-
lections

Metsu, or Metzu, Gabriel (1640-67),
Dutch painter, was born in Leyden. His Visit
to the Nursery and Music Lessons are in the
Metropolitan Museum, New York City.

Metternich, Clemens Wenzel Lothar,
Count, afterward Prince (1773-1859). After
the Battle of Wagram and the humiliating
Treaty of Vienna in 1809, Count Stadion
was dismissed and Metternich was appointed
to take his place. The new minister set him-
self the task of restoring Austrian prestige.
His first achievement was to conclude the
marriage alliance of Napoleon to the Arch-
duchess Marie Louise in 1810. By the Treaty
of Teplitz, Austria organized the great coali-
tion which won the all-important victory at
Leipzig, and by invading France extorted
Napoleon's abdication. Metternich was chos-
en to preside over the congress which met at
Vienna to arrange the reorganization of Eu-
rope. In the so-called Holy Alliance his skil-
ful diplomacy enabled him to take the leading
position, and he employed the concert of the
great powers to repress all tendencies to lib-
erty and national independence. At length the
revolutionary movement of 1848 finally over-
threw his administration. He sought refuge
in England, and never resumed office. The
Autobiography of Metternich, edited by his
son, throws valuable light on the stirring
times in which he lived.

Metz, fortified town, France, in the de-
partment of Moselle, on the River Moselle
at its confluence with the Seille; 100 m, n.w.
of Strasbourg. It was formerly the strongest
fortress of German Lorraine, and before 1871
was the principal bulwark of the northeast-
ern frontier of France. Under the Franks it
was the capital of Austrasia, and in 870
passed to the empire. In 1552 it was taken
possession of by the French. In August, 1870,
Metz, after a long siege was taken by the
Germans; by the Treaty of Frankfort it

was annexed to Germany; but following the
Great War it was restored to France, and
all the streets and avenues were renamed;
p. 69,624.
Meurthe-et-Moselle, department of n.e.
France, forming the western portion of the
Lorraine plateau. The department stands first
in France for the production of rock salt,
and around Nancy and Longwy has valuable
iron mines which yield one-third of the
French output. The capital is Nancy.
Meuse, (Dutch Maas), river of Europe
which rises in the French department of
Haute-Marne, to join the Waal, the left arm
of the Rhine. Beyond Gorkum the united
stream again divides, the s. branch reaching
the North Sea by the Hollandsch Diep's two
arms, Krammer and Haringvlict; the north
branch, the Merwede, subdivides beyond
Dordrecht into the Old Mcuse and the North
Channel. The latter joins the Lek and the
united stream forms the New Meuse, which
reaches the sea beyond the Hook of Holland.
Meuse, department of Northeast France,
forming part of Lorraine. It is intersected
from n. to s. by the River Meuse, and con-
tains the headwaters of the Marne. The
West Argonne hills are clothed with forest,
Bar-le-Duc is the capital.
Mexican War, the conflict between the
United States and Mexico in 1846-8, growing
out of the recognition of the independence
of Texas by the United States in 1837, its
annexation in 1845, and the assumption by
the United States of the claim of Texas to
the territory between the Nueces and the
Rio Grande del Norte. This claim was bit-
terly disputed by Mexico. In July, 1845,
Gen. Zachary Taylor, then stationed at New
Orleans, was ordered to take up a position
between the Nueces and the Rio Grande
Rivers; whereupon he established himself,
with a force of about 3,000 men, at Corpus
Christi, s. of Nueces Bay. On April 23 a
small reconnoitering party of Americans was
attacked and overwhelmed by a superior
Mexican force n. of the Rio Grande. News
of this event led President Polk to send to
Congress his war message of May u, 1846,
proclaiming that 'War exists, and notwith-
standing all our efforts to avoid it, exists by
the act of Mexico herself.' General Taylor
crossed the Rio Grande. The U. S. Govern-
ment having decided on a southern cam-
paign from Vera Cruz to the city of Mexico,
General Taylor's force succeeded in decis-
ively defeating fully 20,000 Mexicans under